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The Ni'W»>
The reports from the South arc a .aiii of a otu-t

ling character. I; if announced from Georgia that
the (Joverier of that State has .-ei/ed and garri-
Boned with militia the forts in the harbor of Savan¬
nah, and tb"re is reason to believe that a plan lias
been matured by the secessionists for taking posr.es-
Hon of all tli. fortifications on the Southern coast.
The intelligence lroni Charleston is to the effect
that Fort urnter i be.11 n.-d, that Major Ander¬
son communications hav;* been cut off. that Fort
Moultri his been repaired, that new batteries
have been rected and that everything is in r< adi-
B <s to op> n tire on the federal forces. The Flo¬
rida Convention met yesterday. Without doubt
tbi* body will jmss a secession ordinance a.-. soon
Rs the formalities can be gone through with. The
federal .ludge of Florida baa resigned his commis¬
sion.

In the Senate j esterday Mr. Critteuden offered
hi-1 plan for the adjustment of the pending
troubles, and it was laid ov«y for future considera¬
tion A large number of memorials from various
part* of the country in support of Mr. Crit¬
tenden's proposition were presented- Mr.
Hakcr, of Oregon, resumed and concluded his
speech on the crisis, and was followed by
Wr. I>ouglas, who made one of his best efforts in
behalf of \ race. In the House a bill was reported
by the Judiciary Committee providing for the col¬
lection of the revenue from on shipboard. or at
any point deemed advisable, w u said collections
Cannot be made at the usual places. The subject
xril) be taken up on Tuesday next. Both houses
adjourned till Saturday.
The Legislature held but a brief session yester¬

day. In the Assembly notice was given of a bill
to reft al the Personal Liberty law of 1840. No¬
tice was also given of a bill to reorganize the
New York Fire Department on the paid system.
Both houses adjourned till Monday. The perilous
condit.on of the republic is the absorbing topic at
the State capital, and the preparations in relation
thereto already before the Legislature are dis¬
cussed in preference to lobby jobs. The demo¬
cratic members of the Legislature held a caucus

yesterday, and unanimously agreed to support the
resolution-, inirodnced in the House by Mr. Robin¬
son in favor of dividing all the territory of the
United States into two States and admitting them
into the Union, thus taking forever the Territorial
question a* regards slavery out of Congress.
The st.-HUisbi|i Australasian, from Liverpool on

the 'llA via yueenstown on the 2'Jd ult., arrived off
handy Hook Wednesday evening, where she was

detained several hours awaiting the tide. She
reached her dock early yesterday morning
enabling us to give a synopsis of her news in our

yesterday's is*uc. We this morning supply some

interesting and important details. The Australa
Kan brings **'i.r.,000 in specie.
The new > from China is important. The latent

^..patches received at ,ht" l5r'tish Foreign Office,
»ia St. Petersburg a source alwuys reliable con¬

firms the previous report of a treaty ol peaae be¬
tween the Allies and the Chinese. Both the Paris
Jtfoniteiir and Sir John Crainpton (the latter having
received a letter from Lord Klgin) confirm the in
telligence of the termination of the war and the
rattti.-ation of the treaty. From the French sourc--

v e learn that the Chinese government had agreed
to pay th« sum of two millions and a half sterling
to France: thai the *y*teui of coolie immigration
tra* to be duly authorized, and that certain con-

had been made on behalf of Christian
For*hip. We regret that we have no good news

to report respecting the missing Kngli h prisoners.
A despatch from General ignatieff distinctly men¬

tions the death of Mr. Bowlby. but Lord Klgin in
bis despatch to Sir John Crampton is silent on the
Bubject.
The French governmental organs begin seri-

On«ly to occupy themselves with the project of
the sale of Venetia by Austria, and Grandgnillot
supports it in the CountUutionnel. The official
Journalist s article significantly concludes with
what mav be construed into a threat, inasmuch as

bo expresr.es the hope that Austria, who knows how
provinces are gained, " will also remember how
they are lost." The PatHe asserts that the Pope,
.' guided by a conciliatory spirit, consents to a
revision of the Austrian Concordat.'' '

The news from Italy is unimportant. Francis II.
bad issued an address, dated at Gaeta, December
8. in which he states hia determination to tight to
the last, and nvf.eals to the Immaculate and lu-
%incible Virgin and the patriotism of the Neapoli
tans to sustain him.

According to a de-patc ti ri-clvod at Paris from
Constantinople, ltusnia. Prussia and Great Britain
bave proposed at Const«i®bopt«>, *nd moat proba-
b!y also elsewhere, the reopening of confe¬
rences for improving the situation ..f the Christiana
to Turkey.
Oar commercial reports show a genial weak

Hess in American securities. Cotton and bresd
(toffs bad advanced.
The Knglish press continue their criticisms opon

the President'# Message, and condemn it in on-

measured terms.
The steamship Northern Light, from Aspinwall

i .th ult., arrived at this port at noon yesterday,
fhe bring* tMOT.OOO in specie, and the mails and
passengers which left Saa Francisco on the 10th
Hit., together with news from Central and South
/America and New Granada. The advice# from
C alifornia have been anticipated by the overland
fxpresses. ......
From New Granada we learn that the town of

$»nta Marta, which had been bv»ieged for #o«c

' '.
,

' V. 'lie rf v ..'iitijair.to, at length leU into
their nods. through th« cowardly conduct of tin*

.:: ri«oii vfc. F d and abandoned the city U» Ifcft
.*ii ».< .¦(inrul Ari«o|eda, Vice Prettidn^ Df
tin- repnUic who defended the place, had arrived
in i'aiiiiniu. sii k and di-gu*ted. The govern¬
ment had al»o met with reverses at K1 Banco
and -ev tuI other plates, and Motqucra, at the
tie'id (it s.oon m«-n was advancing on Condi'
nr...arm that is to Kay, in the direction of the
f< <'. til fij.i'ai. The l>.te.-t account* from General
<1 .I' t d Stato Minister, fctate that he was
a !in. il.e Magdnlei.a rixer at Bogota/
The m iu r.nte from the .South Pacific republics

>tat. that tl.e con-piracy against President Cas-
til'a of Peru, was a^Miming a dangerous shape.
!l" !::id received several threatening letters. It
via* sitppo.-ed that war would not be declared
against Kolivia, and that the difficulties between
tue two countries would be arranged without a
resort to arms. In ''hile the forthcoming elections
were causing cone.dei able excitement and dis¬
cussion

Th:i- is nothing very important from Central
America. Another severe rhock of an earthquake
wus experienced in Salvador on December 3. Presi¬
dent Harrios was becoming so very unpopular that
a re\olution was expected. In Nicaragua the
arrival of the Commissioner to take formal posses¬
sion of the port of San Jnan del Norte and the
Mosquito Territory for the Nicaragua government
>< as daily expected. The filibuster alarm was

J\ing out. but the government continued to make
preparations tor the defence of the country. Some
Cabinet changes had been made in the Costa Rican
internment, which was becoming more consena-
t've, and therefore, it is said, more popular.
The news from Japan N unimportant. Btsiness

.¦.is dull, and trade much affected by the late
fj.in ce in the currency. Money was scarce and
<i;)fienlt to obtain at any rate. Mexican dollar*
were selling at twenty-five cents premium, and
whalers' bills had been taken at sevcnty-fiic per
c -nt discount.

have advice- from Yucatan to November SO.
Another government change had taken place.
Colonel Vargas had "pronounced" in the town of
Muna on the 15th. and on the 26th a juu'u assem-
Med inMerida, which proclaimed the pronouncing
' olonel provisional Governor of the State and
( ouimander-in-' hief of its forces. Three days
nfterwardh the new Governor issued a decree for
ir-.ney. which, we suppose, is the first constitu¬
te nal step which Mexican Governors feel bound
to tak«-.

\t the meeting of the Board of Supervinors ye--
terduy a communication was received from the
Mayor vetoing the resolution increasing the police
force by the addition of four hundred men. The
communication is given in our report of tlie pro¬
ceedings. p' which we refer our readers for the
reasons which impelled the Mayor to this step.
The weekly stiitement of the Comptroller shows a
balance in the treasury, on the 27th ult.. of
#1.927.612.
The Commi-doners of Charities and Correction

met yesterday, but transacted no business of gene¬
ral importance. The Hoard have made a contract
with a skirt manufacturer whereby the females of
the workhouse are to be employed in muking
skirts at a compensation of 12% cents per day
each. There are 8,410 persons in the institutions
under the control of the Hoard being 122 in ex-

cess of la-t week.
The mer> hants assembled at the Chamber of

Commerce yesterday were mnch ox< ited at the
action of South Carolina, several comiietnuing the
course adopted by the secessionists.
This being the day set apart by the President of

the United States for humiliation and prayer, the
Mayor's ofliee will be closed. The business of the
law courts will also be suspended.
A large and brilliant audience a»si^ted at M. I>u

Chailler's lecture before the (Vogrnphieal and
Statistical Society. Clinton Hall, last evening. M.
Ho Chailler gave an interesting account of hi- ad¬
ventures in Africa and of his encounters with the
gorilla, i'rom the formation of the brain and of
the back bone, the organism of which was entire¬
ly different in the man and the ape, it w is M. I>n
Chailler's opinion that ne-n never were and never

could become apes, ami vict reraa. (if the slave
trade he said that the negroes of the iuterior
thought that all white men were alike, oiid that
they bought slaves to eat them. Masters there had
perfect control over the lives of their slaves, but
granted them every privilege. The negroes were
sold for crime or for debt. The slaves brought
the coast said that there was a cloven-footed tribe
in the interior, but Du Chailler did not believe it.
The thanks of the Socioty were voted the lecturer
for his very interesting paper.
The cotton market was again excited yesterday, ami

the speculative reeling previously noticed continued
Nearly all on sal" was purchased, leaving a reduced
stock Til" market closed at an advance of \e per lb.
The transactions embraced about 5 000 baton inrludiOK
1,700 bale* in transit. We now quote middling upland.-,
at 12;',c. i 12Hc.. closing at the tailor tigure for e\en

lota. Klour was tirm. and advanced about 5c. per bbl
for seme (Trade*. The enhanced views of hol<h r.« tended
to chcrk operations Wheat was in gnul demand,
and tolerably active, closing nt an advance of !c., and
in some ca.-ex 2c. per bushel. (torn was tin-

cbuaged. while :-«les were to a fair extent, in part for
export. I'ork was in fj.r request, with rather more

doing the Kales embraced new mess at $16 JiH' a $1S .'>0,
old do $15 75. new prime. $12 60. and old, $10 50 Hn
gars were quiet, but steady, with sales of 100 a'JftO
hints. Cuba, in lots Coffee was in fair request, with a

rather better feeling, while salon were modciate.
freights were steady, with more off ring, while engage
ments were fair, eapeolally to Liverpool, at rates given
in another column

Thk Asm aj. Rkpokt ok thk MKrnoroUTAN
Poijce Boarn..We have received the an-

nual report of the Metropolitan Police Com¬
missioners, which is to be presented t«»
the Legislature. It comprises many in¬
teresting statistic*, und none. perhaps, more

tliau those in reference to the occupants of
tenement houses, of whom.it appear", tb^re are

uot lens than 350,000 in the city, or forty per
cent of the entire population. and this vast
number is located in some nine thousand
houses, many of which are mi-erably venti¬
lated. and pos-ess literally no mean - of escape
in'esse of fire, which shows a state uf affair*
in this Kxpitt dangerous to life and mo«t jier-
aicious in its effect upon the public health.
The number of arrests for the pact year wae

39.066 for offences against the person, .md
11,444 for offence* against property. The la¬
bors of that portion of the force known as the
Sanitary Police may be gathered from the
statement that they reported a« prejudicial to

public health, from April to October. fl71
tenement house*. f>5 slaughter hoti«« % 24

«tables, 6.'19 cellars. 09." privies, l,4'i8 yaril*
and vacant lots, 9^ cisterns and sinks
How far them* reports were based upon a

thorough inspection of the premises it is not

very difficult to tell, when we find that all this
onerous duty was perfotwied by one -ergeant
and from five to fifteen pah «|won in the city
of New York, and one .MTgeant <*d five patrol¬
men in Brooklyn, u fact which, we tWnk, goe«
to show that the Sanitary Police .n* conquer¬
able ot a sham.
The Commissioners congratulate tbotuselres

upon the suppnMon of liquor selling on Sun¬
day; but they say nothing about the immunity
which gamblers and gambling truss* eiyoy in
this enlightened metropolis, a subject upon
which, we suppose, they are quite qualified to
inform if. snd upon which the public would
like a little light

The Rtiolutioim , Rcm» of l'e .ttrdwj .
Prngrn, of Mmwioa.

The news from the South continue* to be
more and more alarming every Lour. We
publish a telegraph! . despatch from Washing¬
ton, of whose truth there can be no doubt, that
Mr. Toombs had rec ive I u menage from Gov.
Lrown. of Georgia, stating that he had ordered
Fort Pulaski aud the I nited States Arsenal at
Savannah to be taken possession of by the
State militia, in order to prevent their occupa¬
tion by the federal troop** till after the meeting
of the Georgia Secession Convention, which is
to take place on the ltith instant. The Presi¬
dent has received a message to the same effect,
and the news uiay, therefore, be regarded as

reliable.
'1 he reason assigned for this movement is a

recent order of the President, which has been
since revoked, that all the United States forts
and arsenals in the South should be re¬

inforced. It i.» possible, therefore, after all. that
the new- we published yesterday ofthe occupa¬
tion of the federal lorts in North Carolina
by the troops of that State, in obedience to the
order of Governor Kllis may be quite true, and
that the step may have been taken from the
same motive a3 that which influenced
Governor Brown, or perhaps from con¬

cert between the secessionist* of the cotton
Stales.
A report had reached this city yesterday,

which we could not trace to any reliable
source, that the people of Florida had also
seized the 1'nited States forts in that State.
W heth.-r it will turn out to be true a short time
will determine. Hut any news of revolutionary
occupation of federal forts in the South ma)
henceforth be regarded as probable. The
Florida Secession Convention was held yester¬
day, but as there is no telegraphic communica¬
tion wit.i that State, there is of course no intel¬
ligence from there. There can be little doubt,
however, that it will follow the example of the
South Carolina Convention. On Monday next
Alabama and Mississippi hold their conven¬
tions, and they, too, will vote themselves out
of the Union. On the same day the election
for the Louisiana Convention takes place, and
the Legislature* of V irginia and Tennessee
meet, and next day will be held the elec¬
tion for a Convention in Texas. The following
is the calendar of the Southern movements for
Jauuarv, from which ihe reader will see how
rapidly *>ne act of rev olution is likely to follow
another at the South before the expiration of
the present month r.

.an 1.Missouri, legislature meets.
Jan. 2.Georgia, election for Convention.
Jan. .Florida. Convention.
Jno. 7.Virginia. Legislature meets.
Jan. 7--Alabama, Convention.
.!an. 7.Mississippi, Convention. 1
I in. 7 Louisiana, election for Convention,
fan. 7 Tennessee. Legislature meets.
.Ian. 8.Texas, election for Convention.
Jan. 14 Extra session of At >baraa Legisla¬

ture.
..an.lt> Georgia, Convention.
Jan. 17.Kentucky. Legislature meets.
Jan. 21 Fx tra session of Texas Legislature.
Jan. 2H- Louisiana. Convention
.Ian. 28.Texas, Convention.
This is a formidable programme, aud in view

of the revolutionary news from the strong
State of Georgia, and the intelligence which
we publish from Charleston ot preparations to
capture Fort Sumter, and the conspiracy in
\ irginiu and Maryland to seize upon Washing¬
ton, it must be admitted that the country is
hurried on with fearful speed to the abyss ot

civil war.
'

\et. in the face of this danger amidst the
smoke of the volcuno and the murmurs of the
approaching eruption.Congress is sitting on

the very edge ol the crater, apparently with as

little concetn a* a person would exhibit at the
explosion of a few firecrackers in the
streets. A last appeal is now made by
Mr. Crittenden to the Senate to seud his
propositions directly to the people, to be voted
upon without being adopted hj Congress.
Nothing can be fairer than this. It does not
commit any member, but leaves ihe whole
question to the people It leaves to their de¬
cision whether they will prefer thi* com-

promise to revolution and civil war (for
such is the alternative); ami surely before
the |*>opie are dragged into the deadly feud,
the least that is due to them Ls to consult their
wishe* through ;h>- ballot box. In connection
with this subject we refer with much pleasure
lo an address to th«* people signed by John
Cochrane and other members of Congress, urp-
ing them to give immediate expression to their
will on Mr. Crittenden -proposition to extend
the Missouri compromise line to the l'a litic. As
the New York, Pennsylvania and Mn«sarhu«etta
Legislatures are now in session. the\ ught to
call conventions immediately. If the; did the
New Jersey Legislature, which tnoeta on

Tuesday, would probably follow their ex¬

ample. '

If Congre<« were only true to the country at
this critical moment, they would end the
question Instantly to the people, and before
the expiration of thi- month the dec Won of
every State could be obtained, and the horri¬
ble Calamity with which we are threatened
might be averted. But, judging from their
action sine the «e*,- ion commenced, and seeing
that all that they have done tends directly to
the disruption ot the I nion and civil war, we
have no hope that these men. to whose hand*
the de-time* of the country are committed,
will, even at the eleventh hour, adopt
the proposition of submitting the Crit-
teiidci compromise to the people We
art persuaded if the country had only an op-
poitunity of pronouncing on the t|ti-«tion, it
would be carried by an overwhelming ma¬

jority As time and the danger are pressing
on '..g-ther ;wr>" jtnsax, the people ooght.
therefore, to assemble in their might and
take the matter out of the hands of those
who misrepresent them at the Capitol at

Washington, and decide for themselves
what shall be done in this iucipient revolution.
Hven the enslaved white men of Furope are

now permitted bv their rulers to determine
their own destiny through the ballot to
prevent the effusion of blood, and -hall le ss
be tccorded to the free people of the ( nited
State"?

PUJ.fAKfNO KOR TTIK RkcKFTION OK GoV»;R-
son Wis*. According to our lab-st advice*
from Wanhinpiol, thr President will havr tea
companies of United States troops, and thr
District rnllitin. say five thousand more, duly
ainpd and drilled, for the reception of Gover¬
nor Wv.*, ^botild he try his proposed foray for
(ho seir.urr »f the federal capital in the interval
tf»the Mb of MaiGovernor Wise is ;»bad
military chieftain. 01 H« would not have dls-
closed his plans until ho u*4 cmwd "the long
bridge" of the Potomac. Or the Governor
o~>ly l>e?o blowing. >v u/j'.'al ?

Imbecility of Coagrri«-NMH«lt} of a.

(?ontht rn Con»ti<«rnt Ooareatloa.
The fate of Iftie wise recommendations to.

Congo-¦> of Mr. Buchanan in his annual Mes¬
sage; the reception which has been given to
the amendments of the constitution proposed
by Me--rs. Crittenden, Cochrane and others in
the Senate and House of Representatives; the
sheer v eaknesa and imbecility that have been
manifested by the conuiattee-t of thirteen and
thirty-three; together with the incapacity, stu¬

pidity :>ud gross ignorance which characterize
the proceedings of our national representatives
at this critical period in the history of the
country, render it as manifest as an axiom that
no relief whatever is to be hoped for from
that quarter. The habitual Capitol routine
of bribery, jobbing, lobby intrigue, and the
manufacture of fresh conduits from the Trea¬
sury into the pockets of the venal hordes who
batten upon federal corruption, having been
broken in upon by the eventful crisis through
which we are passing, the occupation of the
majority of the representatives of the wisdom
of the land seems gone. At a moment wheu
the discretion, judgment, patriotism and prestige
are needed of statesmen eucb as the days of
Washington and Jefferson produced, there is
only to be found one desolate blank in politi¬
cal knowledge and sagacity at the source from
whence sound and healthy legislation should
proceed.

It our hope* revert to the incoming adminis¬
tration, the prospect Ls equally sickening. Mr.
Lincoln seems wholly occupied with the con¬
struction of a Cabinet, and with the childish care
of distributing spoils he has not yet the com¬
mand of. Among his adherents, not one of
tho-e who hope to posses* administrative power
after the 4th of March next has as yet shown
sign* of activity beyond the requirements of
petty individual interests. Lnder such cir¬
cumstances the grave, momentous question ot
the hour becomes, what remedy can be .levied
for existing and impending evils'." And mature
deliberation renders it evident "iat. as there is
no reliance to be placed on Congress, am!
equally little on the approaching government
of Mr. Lincoln, it is indispensable that the
people themselves should enter upon the stage
and save the Union. The President of the
United States, 5n his Message, recommended
that Congress should p;iss certain amendments
to the constitution, to be submitted to the
States. It i* in vain to expect that his sugges¬
tion" will be attended to; and, even if tardy
repentance should inspire a part of our na¬

tional representatives with a desire to satisfy
the iu«t demands of the South, the requisite
rote of two-thirds of each House of Congress,
and then of throe-qu»rter' of the States, could
not be secured. Unless, therefore, the people
of the separate Slates initiate some proper
course of action, nothing can stay the rapid
downward descent of the nation iu its progress
towards disintegration and :*narcby.
Had there been an adequate appreciation by

the people of the North of the dangers which
imperil the future peace, unity and prosperity
of the Union, it cannot be doubted that con¬
stituent conventions would, long since, have
been called in the several States. and that the
most efficient of all remedies woulu have been

applied by a grand National Constituent Con¬
vention. The circumstances tire not iu any
great degree woi -e th;.n those which .surround¬
ed the confederation when the convention as¬

sembled which framed the constitution of
1787. The legislative assemblies of the
non-slaveholding States are. however. so

entireh in the hands of short-sighted re¬

publican fanatics, that there neither has
been, nor is there likely to be. any chance of
their adopting a measure so directly calculated
to rescue the Union. The heat and burden of
patriotic endeavor devolve-, therefore on the
South, and It i« believed that retlection upon
the probable consequences of decided action
on their part will inspire them with both the
will and the desire to strike such a death blow
to dWunionism ** shall secure their own inte¬
rests and at the same time consolidate the na¬
tion upon foundations too secure to be again
easily shaken.

Let separate Stat'* Conventions of each of the
sdaveholding State* call without delay,;» Con¬
stituent Convention of the Southern States, to
the exclusion of all other*. Let them adopt
amendments to the constitution, such as the
Central and Western States can honorably
accept, which shall cover the reasonable
grounds of difference between themselves and
the North, insisting upon the recognition of
the property rights ot their citizens everywhere;
upon other needful stipulations, which have
heretofore been denied; upon full liberty to
earrv slaves into the common territory, and
upon the recognition of universal toleration of
opinion respecting slavery as a social institu¬
tion in the several States of the Union. Let
them submit these different amendments to the
.afferent Northern State*, earnestly inviting
their acceptance of them, and assigning a

period, similar to that which wa* appointed for
the ratification of the constitution of 1787,
wh >n all State* which hould have agreed to
the'r propositions sftould be considered a*

thenceforth forming the future United States
of America. The responsibility will fall upon
the republicans of the Northern State* if they
*hall refuse to consider sv.ch amendments, and
the peril will be theirs if they elect to remain
out of inch a confederation as. beyond a cavil,
the Central. Western and Southern Stat*** will
be ready *> form together. New ^ ork. Penn¬
sylvania and New Jersey cling to the Union
with Inextinguishable love. They will nol
hesitate an instant to choose the happiness and
prosperity which will flash upon the country
out of snoh a measure, in pieference to con-
tin !od fellowship with the chaotic abolition
tyranny and narrow mlndedne*" of the few
State* that may remain behind.

It is not improbnbl that the States east of
the Connecticut river would reject the amend¬
ment* to the constitution which a Southern
Constituent Convention mlfht propose. The
people of M iSHftchusett* were very recently
warned by one of her own ftatesmen and ora¬

tor that "Yankees are not popular in the
Middle any more than in the Southern
States." He told them that their "disestfroa-
tion in the Middle States" was universal, ar.d
assured them that there was "a projerd much
thought Of, as-well in the' other non-slave-
holding as In the slaveholding States, to re
, onstit .te the Union, ending New TTngland

3lr. it " Union men of New England hp be¬
ginning to hold up this truth to each other,
together with a daguerreotype of the provin¬
cial meanness, bigotry, self conceit, love for
"isms," hypercritical opposition to anything
and everything, universal fault finding, hard
bargaining, and tystemnUc UOW0 Inwleasaest

aud nullification whilf den- uaclag as \»>rtby of
banging, counter nullif ation in others, whioh
are covering their see ion of the country with
odium, and creating the wish elsewhere to re¬

lieve the confederation of the burthen by ltd
excision at any cost. The p ompt calling to¬
gether of a Constituent Convention of the
Southern States, and 'he adoption bv it of
sound, healthy amendments to the constitution,
would either hu-tten a result which the rest of
the country would welcome, or be the means
of eradicating those political heresies and i evo¬

lutionary tendencies in New England from
which so much jj vat e\ il has sprung.
There is no time to be lost. With proper

diligence State conventions may be called to¬
gether and delegates to a Southern Constituent
Convention appointed, so that its sessions could
open before the closf of the preaent month.
During February tht measures it may have
adopted can be submitted to tho remainder of
the States, and before the period ha> arrived
for the inauguration of a new President, the
tempest that lowers so darkly over the horizon,
and which seems fraught with d» druction to
the Union, may have been di-pelled as a sum¬

mer cloud. ,

Tit<* Nktioutl F»fcl l>uy.X Word to
Its Ubxtrmn^.

The people of the United stales hud tiiciu-
Belvo-i to-day in the iuidet of the muni impor¬
tant crisis in the history of the nation. The
secession movement has assumed such for¬
midable proportions that the Chief Magistrate
of the republic ha3 yielded to the appeals made
to him by "pious and patriotic associations a»d
citizent-." nnd has recommended that this day
shall be observed as a solemn fit <t.
We republish elsewhere the recommenda¬

tion of the President and we lmre already
given in the columns oi the Hkkai.d
the proclamations of the Governors of
New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut and
Iihod-- Inland. calling upon the citizens of
Alit v States to refrain from h.boi upon the dav
appointed, and to assemble according to their
sevi ral orders of wor hip, to !;eep it as a day
< f testing, humiliation and prayer. The Mayor
of Newark lias joined in these recommenda¬
tions, and the Episcopal bishops of New
York and New Jersey huve ordained spe¬
cial services for the day. As might have
beeti expected, one of the Beechers has con¬

tributed his small share to the uiu nviable no¬

toriety of his family by taking this recommen¬

dation as the text for a sermon against the
President, and reviewing the question of sla¬
very from a purely Massachusetts point of
view. In Boston, however, the day is to be
religiously observed, and a special prayer

| meeting is to beheld at the Treuiont Temple.
The Muvor of Chicago, a \ iolent abolitionist,
refuses to accede to the request of his towns¬
men to it-sue a proclamation in respond to the
President's recommendation; and the Governor
of Maine relieves himself from the responsibili¬
ty of so doing by declaring that the recom-
mendution of the President is sufficient of
itself, without the endorsement of local magis¬
trates. The Governors of the other States,
North and South, with the exceptions above
not«'d, appear to have adopted Mr. Morrill's
vi. ws; and it seems a little strange that
the republican leaders, who are direct¬
ly responsible for the present perilous
04 idition ot the country, are the first to endorse
th.- President's recommendation. In this city
tin- day will be gem-rally observed. Special
server- will be la-Id in all the churches ex¬

cept tho-*- of the Kouian Catholic persuasion,
where prayers for the constitutional rulers ol'
th»- nation are put up every day: but Bishop
McCloskey, of Albany, announced on Sunday
that lie would celebrate High Mass, at the Ca¬
thedral in that city, at nine o'clock this
morning, and offer up prayers for , the
Union. The banks. Custom House and
public offices of this city will be closed,
the daily session of the Legislature will
be intermitted, and it is to be hoped that citi¬
zens generally will comply with the Gover¬
nor's procl"unation in its letter and spirit.
The only argument which the opponents of

the President have urged against his recom¬
mendation has been that his course was a

hypocritical oue, and that he called upon the
people to pray for deliverance from their
perils without fulfilling the duties of his Ugh
position and executing the laws of the
lund according to hi' oath of office. But
the action of the administration within
the past few days has proved that
Mr. Buchanan is worthy to fill tho chair of
Wa-hington and Jackson. The President has
given the jufople in all sections of the country
to understand that there is still a federal go¬
vernment; that, so long as it exists, each and
every cltiz-iu is hound legally aud morally to
support it; that order must be maintained;
that the constitution and the laws, until abro¬
gated by competent tribunal", will be enforced,
and the Union pre«erv«>d at all hazards. And
the object of this fast is clearly that one day
-hall be set apart when our people, without
distinction of sect or party, may approach the
Throue of Grace and pray that the secular arm
may be strengthened by the Divine blessing,
and ;hat God will be to as as He has been to
our fathers. Since the termination ot the
War of Independence we have enjoyed
the ble.'-ing" of Providence to an emi¬
nent degree. In the early days of these
.States the settlers suffered from famine, pesti¬
lence and the inroad* of -nvage foe*. They
prated to God and kept their powder dry.
llrmhliug themselves to God alone. they still
recognized the great truth that He helps tho*e
only who help themselves. Iu times of sore

distress they appointed special days for fasting
and prayer; and again, when prosperity beam¬
ed upon them, they were prompt to raise tie
anthems of thanksgiving and praise. At the
pre^-nt moment the republic is menaced by
perils wbieh are entirely political. In every
other respect the United State* of America !¦
the most prosperous Power on the face of the
tflobe. With a gove-nment founded upon the
eternal principles of equal riphi* to all men,
rich and poor, high and low; a country un¬

equalled in it* material resources; a free,
hardy, enterprising, self-reliant, resolute
population; ampV wealth; a small but
gallant army and navy; a good name

abroad, and a flag which coinim-wl- respect in
every part of the civilized **orld, we may
safely defy treason, foreign let j or <l«me*tlc
malice And it is our misfortune that otir pre-
f-nt difficulties arise entirely tr.un a mlsunder-
tanding between the people of the North and

tn»* South, and that this misunderstanding has
be»n fostered by the politicians for their own

selfish purjH-'-e* to a degree of bitterness which
may >od to an appeal to th«> arbitrament of
arm* Our latest d«*»pitcbr<= from Charleston

iafc rm us thai the fcecestionLu intvQd to ad-
fuult Fori fcumter, and that the United
State- troops v ithiu t .at post have boleraaijr
sworn to defend it to th« |u®t ex¬

tremity Whatever nny be tin- immediate re¬
sult of such nn attack, there can be
no doubt that the first tLot fired iu hostility U>
the federul authorities would be th" signal for
the beginning of the most disastrous c ivil war
of modern times. And we bilieve that we ex¬

press the earnest wi-sb of the people of New
York city, and of the conservath o ma«*«s of the
North and West, when we declare that every
effort i-huuld be made to prevent a collision be¬
tween th<- United States troops and the loc*l
authov'tit ¦> of South Carolina and the vther dis¬
affected States. The President's course had
bien, in accordance with this view of the mat¬
ter, firm, but pacific. H * does not rely upon
himself alone, nor yet upon the army and the
navy. He ask« the people of these States to
join in an appeal to a Power far greater than
the great ones of earth.lie, before whose aw¬
ful throne emperors., kings, presidents and po¬
tentates must bow. Fai greater perils than
those which now menace this confederation
have been averted by action oi ihe Divine will
inspiring and directing human agent*. Let uri
all pray that the Power which overrules all
things, f-o as to bring permanent good out of
parsing evils, has not forgotten us in this our
hour of distress.

Tut Cabinet of Mn. Lincoln.Signs oe
TnorBi.r i\ the Camp..A few days ago we

announced,as from a reliable source at Spring¬
field. tbut Mr. Lincoln, th- T' esident elect,
definitely fixed upon .io-ne of bis Cabinet ap¬
pointments, inul Jiug Hon David Wilmot, of
Pennsylvania, for tue Department of the Inte¬
rior; Moses 11. Grinnell or George Opdyke, of
New York city, for the Treasury: and that while
to Now l.igland, in all probability, would be
awarded the Secretary of State, the claims of
Mr. hi ward to eome post of distinction would
be comfortably provided for in the mis-jion to
England.
At the same time we were informed of the

arrival of IIou. Simon Cameron, of Pennsylva¬
nia; and from this circumstance we were pre- .

pared for a new shuffle and distribution of the
cards. This suspicion, it appears, was well
grounded. Gen. Cameron, it is reported, and
apparently upon good authority, has returnod
from Springfield the Secretary elect of the
Treasury, and his place, or Mr. Bigler's in the
Senate, is to be given to David Wilmot. by way
of a compromise. But wo have the more start¬
ling uews from Springfield and from Washing-'
ton, that after all Mr. Seward has turned up the
man for the State I department. That this intelli¬
gence, if true, will create a sensation in both
wings of the New York republican camp is
very certuin.
We have already an inkling of a disturbance

in the Washington despatch ofVthe Tribune, an¬

nouncing Mr. Sewurd*a appointment. In said
despatch it appears that his '"friends had
habitually disclaimed any purpose or desire"
on the part of Mr. Seward to go into the new

Cabinet, but that "all the leading and original
friends of Mr. Lincoln in the Senate and Honse
allege that they have not been consulted in
any manner concerning the composition of his
Cabinet: but expected before its complexion
was finally determined, to have been asked
their yiews, according to the previously re-

cognized usage.*' Reasonable as th« y have
been in this idea, however, "it now seems as if
the new administration would be formed at
Springfield;'' or, in other words, as if Mr. Lin¬
coln had resolved to give the ascendency in
his administration to the Seward over the anti-
Sewnrd faction of the New York republicans.
But will this thing be quietly submitted to ?

We cannot telL Horace Greeley is the man
most interested in keeping W; H. Seward out
of the Cabinet, for should he go in Greeley must
capitulate, or be content to st.iy oat in the
cold. He mast make his peace with the firm
of Seward, Weed Jt Co., or he will proba¬
bly get nothing at all. As Secretary of State,
the word of Sew ard will be the law to the Pre¬
sident concerning his New York appointments,
and Weed and Webb will administer the drop¬
pings of the fat things of the kitchen. The bent
thing that Greeley can now do is to post off at
once to ' ringfleld and state bis case to the
President elect and his ultimatum. Weed has
been out there as the representative of the
Seward branch of the family, aad unless Mr.
Lincoln is made to comprehend the other aide
of the ca^e, judgment, with costs, will probably
go by default against the manager of the Chi¬
cago Convention.

Thk Mu.rm Forck ok the Cocntht..la
the present perilous times it may be interesting
to take a review of the amount of tbe militia
force in the different States which the consti¬
tution puts at the command of the government
in an emergency, Tbe following table, from
the "Army Register" of 1855, gives an abstract
of the number returned in various year-, from a

period as far back as 1827; but It is unneces¬

sary to add that the militia orgaaization, uni¬
formed and uniiniforjied. ha» greatly indented
in all the State* siree the date*! prefixed to
the««e returns:.

WI.ITTA FORCE I UK I'WTKn STATU.
[Abctmrt o! the L'llll-a Militia. frniu tl» Arm/

UrgMrr 1
S'<m-Crmrm\m*n

h\rr T\itml i '.in «/Vu
Stnt '<w What r.cvr*!. Ariiticsn A%r-

Irrriinier* IVwr Itfflrrrt, a*%d 1'rimtfi nnl'
AUl.ati.a 1861 2,832 73,880 7t>,882
\rkiuiM» .....1864 1,132 M.922 :;8,f»64
.aliform* ....1867 :wiO "J07 400 207.730
.VDwctlriil ..1858 ._>'*; 61,812 51,806
Delaware .... 1827 447 8.788 0,22»
Florida 184 J 620 11,60S . 11,122
Ur-.rgi* l*.r>0 5.0M 73,640 78.8P0
lllinot* lS!>f> .257,420
UxliiilM 1852 2 881 51.062 68,»1»
KifOtnck) 185'i 4 870 *4 1Oft *8,970
tjOili-i«ti)» ....., IS'.H 2,7sa 88 408 ftl 2*4
Maine 1866 J04 73,248 73,662
M'lrylnnil 1*38 2.W7 44.487 48 *84
XMMchuoett« l*»Hi WV' 16K.956 155 .'(80
Mirhigiit! I854 2 868 04.230 07.
.MIMiiWIii 1861 7 1 .MM2

ip»l.. 18.18 824 35,2.'.# :<«.0l
Mt*»< mri 18VJ 88 117.06V 118.04T
N. Htmpxbirf 1854 1.227 .12.311 A.1.M8
Ni-n .lerocy. 1*52 ..81.084
KowYork. ..1880 7.388 454.000 484 4-10
N. r»rol;iia ..1*46 4.207 76,181 79.4M
"h1,.. 1*4-'. 2 061 174 104 170.46,",
|viti«vhmt< law _. 147 oia
WkhIp IfUiiil.. 1V><» 160 10.5."ib 18 711
8. Ctrnllu* 1858 2 5»P .13.47!: :«of"
TViinfW"' 1840 3.007 87,845 712. \!

T.1*47 1.248 18,51* JO 768
V«*rmo»il 18*; 1,0*8 22Mi .015
\ Irionin I85S ..lO.mio
WtscuOMln 1866 1.142 OO.I.7P 61 .21
D.efOniiiinbui l8fHi 228 7.075 8.VDI
I tHhlirnl )..185i. 28.'. 2,X02^*4

<W.i«80 I.'J64.620 2.*61 <114
.No returns fin® loir* and On-ton. ana iu< h

I". jt Nrvr Mrxten. WnoblngtAn, \ammm nod N .< r«.-kn.
We have here given, a* will be Keen !».¦.

rrtnrn« for l&BO in tw State- \I
Mu.**aehus»Mts which hove Tea bed >r \

oflcial aouices, and thry show »n mh >. ,

the militia of the former State of m

sinee IW»6, and in the latter fin .. ,r
nenrly 2.000 men since tH'.s *n,i
.te increase In the nrve Smlr. ,iU


